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• Proposals from Sub-Committees: 
proposed changes and reasoning

• Ballot Language: First reading of 
Drafting Committee draft ballot 
language for each amendment 
proposal

• Vote: Cover resolution for each, 
separate, formal vote for each of the 
seven (7) proposals, scheduled for July 
7th to send to voters

• After: list of up to 3 members of “Pro” 
and “Con” statement committees 
transmitted with each resolution.

What are we discussing?
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1. Technical/clarifications

2. Nonpartisan Offices: Assessor, 
Auditor, Clerk, Prosecuting Attorney, 
Sheriff, Treasurer

3. Nonpartisan Offices: County Council

4. Charter Review Frequency/ Terms

5. Ethics Code and Ethics Review 

6. Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

7. Five-District County Council

Each moves to ballot by majority vote of 
Commission on a resolution for each

Clark County Home Rule Charter Amendments
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What is required to submit a ballot proposal?
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What is does it look like on the ballot?
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What is an explanatory statement?
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What are statements for and against?
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Clark County Charter Review Commission 2021

1. Minor corrections and technical clarifications

6/30/2021 8

Proposal: Five years in, the Charter Review Commission proposes minor, technical 
changes to improve the clarity and readability in parts of the Clark County Home 
Rule Charter. These changes would correct clerical errors and some updates to 
contemporary language. 

Ballot Measure: The Clark County Charter Review Commission adopted Resolution No. 
2021-1 concerning amendments to Article 2, Section 2.4; Article 3, Sections 3.1, 3.2, 
3.4, 3.5 and 3.6; Article 4, Section 4.1; Article 5, Sections 5.1 and 5.5; Article 6, 
Sections 6.1, 6.4 and 6.6; Article 7, Sections 7.2, 7.3 and 7.4; Article 8, Section 8.7; 
Article 9, Sections 9.1 and 9.7; removing the Entirety of Article 10; and inserting a new 
Article 11 of the Clark County Home Rule Charter. This amendment provides for minor 
corrections and technical clarifications to be submitted to the voters of Clark County. 

Should this amendment to the Clark County Home Rule Charter be approved? 

2021 
Proposal
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2. Nonpartisan Executive County Offices (Assessor, Auditor, 
Clerk, Prosecuting Attorney, Sheriff, Treasurer)
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Proposal: Clark County executive elected positions are currently partisan (i.e. Republican, 
Democrat, “No party preference”, etc.). Should Executive County elected offices (Assessor, 
Auditor, Clerk, Prosecuting Attorney, Sheriff, Treasurer) become nonpartisan?

Ballot measure: The Clark County Charter Review Commission adopted Resolution 
No. 2021-2 concerning an amendment to Section 6.2 of the Clark County Home 
Rule Charter. This amendment would make the county assessor, auditor, clerk, 
prosecuting attorney, sheriff and treasurer elected offices nonpartisan. 

Should this amendment to the Clark County Home Rule Charter be approved?

2021 
Proposal

Current:  All Partisan
Proposed:  Nonpartisan
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3. Nonpartisan Offices: County Council Offices 
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Proposal: Clark County Council positions are currently partisan (i.e. Republican, 
Democrat, “No party preference”, etc.). Should County Council offices become 
nonpartisan?

Ballot measure: The Clark County Charter Review Commission adopted Resolution 
No. 2021-3 concerning an amendment to Section 6.2 of the Clark County Home 
Rule Charter. This amendment would make the county councilor elected offices 
nonpartisan. 

Should this amendment to the Clark County Home Rule Charter be approved? 

2021 
Proposal

Current:  All Partisan
Proposed:  Nonpartisan

Council 
District 

#1

Council 
District 

#2

Council 
District 

#3

Council 
District 

#5

Council 
District 

#4
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4. Charter Review Frequency & Commissioner Terms
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Proposal: change the frequency of Home Rule Charter reviews to every five (5) 
years, and the terms of the Charter Review Commission to two (2) years or upon 
completion of their work, whichever comes sooner. 

. Ballot Measure: The Clark County Charter Review Commission proposes an 
amendment to Section 9.1 of the Home Rule Charter which would change the 
frequency of the Charter Review process from every ten years to every five years 
and would change the terms of the Charter Review Commissioners to two years 
(instead of one year) or until their work is completed, whichever comes sooner.

Should this amendment to the Clark County Home Rule Charter be approved?

2021 
Proposal
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5. Adopt Ethics Code by Ordinance and an Autonomous 
Ethics Review Process 

6/30/2021 12

Proposal: create an Ethics Oversight process which requires County Council pass 
a Code of Ethics ordinance by July 31, 2022; establishes an autonomous Ethics 
Review Commission; and establishes an Ethics Oversight Office. 

. 
Ballot Measure: The Clark County Charter Review Commission proposes an 
amendment to the Clark County Home Rule Charter, establishing a requirement 
for the county council to adopt by ordinance a Code of Ethics, and establishing in 
the county manager’s office an autonomous Ethics Review Commission, and a 
supporting Ethics Oversight and Compliance office. 

Should this amendment to the Clark County Home Rule Charter be approved?

2021 
Proposal
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6. Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Office & Commission
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Proposal: create an Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in the county 
manager’s office, and a new commission on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. 

Ballot Measure: The Clark County Charter Review Commission proposes an 
amendment to the Clark County Home Rule Charter, establishing a new 
Department of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion under the county manager’s 
authority, and establishing a Commission on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. 

Should this amendment to the Clark County Home Rule Charter be approved? 

2021 
Proposal
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7. Five-District County Council
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2021 
Proposal

Proposal: change the County Council to five representative districts. This 
amendment replaces the at-large council chair elected countywide with a 
councilor elected by and representing a fifth district. This includes a district 
boundary and precinct map revising the current four-district map to five districts. 
The council chair would be appointed annually by the five councilors.

Ballot Measure: The Clark County Charter Review Commission proposes an amendment to 
the Clark County Home Rule Charter to change the composition of the County Council 
to five councilor districts, with each district represented by a councilor elected within 
each district. The amendment includes a five-district boundary and precinct map, 
prepared in accordance with state law with nearly equal population. The Council Chair 
would be appointed out of the five representatives, and the function of the Council Chair 
as well as the composition of Charter Review Commission would be modified according 
to this amendment.

Should this amendment to the Clark County Home Rule Charter be approved? 
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Current and Proposed District Maps

District Current 

Population

Adjustment to 

meet Target

District 1 102,622 314

District 2 102,703 233

District 3 103,368 -432

District 4 103,180 -244

District 5 102,809 127

Target by District 102,936

Current

District

Transitional 

District

Next Election

Council Chair District 5 2022

District 1 District 1 2022

District 2 District 2 2022

District 3 District 3 2024

District 4 District 4 2024



Thank you!
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Comments and questions
Clark County Charter Review Commission

https://clark.wa.gov/county-manager/charter-review-commission-overview

Clark County Public Service Center

1300 Franklin Street • PO Box 5000

Vancouver, WA 98666-5000

https://clark.wa.gov/county-manager/charter-review-commission-overview

